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Reflections         
The Hospitality of Invitation 

September is Invitation Month.  Instead of “Invite a Friend Sunday” the month is given to promote 

opportunities for welcoming visitors.   

The theme for our Conference this year is around the sign of discipleship “Radical Hospitality.” To speak 

of “radical” hospitality means that we go further than we would normally in our welcoming others.  It means 

intentionally putting ourselves out not only to welcome, but also, invite.  If we have friends drop by to see us in 

our homes we find ourselves graciously hosting them.  But how far do we go about inviting our neighbors whom 

we do not know very well? 

I have long appreciated the King James Version of the story of Jesus and the children (Mark 10:13-16) 

where the word “suffer” is used.  It reads:  “Jesus said, „Suffer them to come to me; do not hinder them.‟”   I like 

the word suffer, because it means to make a sacrifice, put yourself out, and do whatever it takes to get them here.  

It doesn‟t mean to just make it easy; it means make it possible, at whatever cost.  I think Jesus is really talking 

about more than just children of young age.   

I have noticed as I have traveled from church to church that often a chance is missed at the end of the 

service to challenge the congregation to invite someone to come with them next week.  I have thought a lot about 

this.  What would it mean if most of our worshippers would invite just one person to come with them?  What 

would happen if it became a practice to share our pew with someone else from our community, even if they did 

belong to another church, on occasion?  What if we knew of someone who didn‟t have the opportunity to hear 

God‟s word of grace, peace and hope, and we invited them to come?   

To take seriously the gift of inviting and bringing someone to church with you next Sunday will make a 

difference: 

 More worshipers in church – atmosphere changes:  pastor preaches better, congregations sing better; 

choirs are enlivened, noise level increases. 

 More buzz in community – outside the walls of the church people talk about what happened in your 

church; it comes from others. 

 Potential for Spirit directed answer to spiritual need – maybe that someone was sent your way to find a 

holy time in a holy place to encounter God.  (“It is not always answers we are seeking, it is usually 

comfort.”) 

 Potential for new disciples – Isn‟t this our mission? 

 You won‟t be sitting alone on Sunday.   

Bring a friend, or neighbor, or newcomer to church next Sunday.  Give them the gift of a possible encounter 

with God. 
                                
Blessings, 
 
 
  
Harold D Backus 
Prairie Rivers District Superintendent 



Churches Praying for Churches 
Please include in your bulletin each week.  Also include Bishop Ann Sherer and Harold Backus. 
 

13-Sept Phillips 4-Oct Red Cloud 

13-Sep Phillips 11-Oct Rising City 

20-Sep Pierce Chapel 18-Oct Rosedale 

27-Sep Polk 25-Oct Schuyler 

 
Calendar 

10:00 AM Wed 16-Sep Cabinet  Conference Center 
8:00 AM Thu 17-Sep Cabinet Conference Center 
9:00 AM Thu 17-Sep Appointive Cabinet Conference Center 

1:00 PM Fri 18-Sep SW Cluster Blue Hill-Michael Burgess 
12:00 AM Sat 19-Sep UMW Fall Meeting Red Cloud 

9:00 AM Sat 19-Sep Common Table Lincoln 
2:00 PM Sat 19-Sep Book Discussion York First 
8:00 AM Sun 20-Sep Worship Brainard, Shelby, Rising City 
3:00 PM Sun 20-Sep Camp Fontanelle Anniversary Camp Fontanelle 

10:00 AM Mon 21-Sep Transformation Team Conference Center 
3:00 PM Mon 21-Sep Personal Interview with Bishop Conference Center 
5:30 PM Mon 21-Sep Stephen's Ministry Dinner GI Trinity 
9:00 AM Tue 22-Sep Book Discussion I Grand Island 
2:00 PM Tue 22-Sep Book Discussion Group II York First 

6:00 PM Wed 23-Sep Harold out of office 
 6:00 PM Thu 24-Sep Epworth Village York 

7:00 PM Fri 25-Sep Camp Fontanelle Nickerson, NE 

11:00 PM Fri 25-Sep Camps 
Comeca 9:00 a.m.  
Norwesca at 4:00 p.m. 

10:00 AM Sat 26-Sep Safe Sanct. for Trainers Central City 
11:00 AM Sat 26-Sep Carol Windrum D & C 
10:30 AM Sun 27-Sep Worship and Deconsecration Cowles 

7:00 PM Sun 27-Sep CHURCH CONFERENCE Exeter and MCCOOL JUNCTION 
12:00 PM Mon 28-Sep Larry Ulmer UMM Aurora Truck Stop 

6:00 PM Mon 28-Sep Hispanic Committee  Central City 
7:00 PM Thu 1-Oct FALL FUNDING PLANNING Central City 

12:00 AM Sat 3-Oct Common Table Teams Lincoln 
1:00 PM Sun 4-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE DAVID CITY-Bellwood 
4:00 PM Sun 4-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE SHELBY-Rising City-Brainard 
7:00 PM Sun 4-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE SILVER CREEK-Monroe 

12:00 AM Mon 5-Oct Cabinet 
 8:00 AM Tue 6-Oct Linda in Omaha 
 12:00 AM Wed 7-Oct Linda's 8 Year w/District Anniv. 
 7:00 PM Wed 7-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE NORTH BEND 

9:30 AM Thu 8-Oct L-3 GI Frist 
12:00 AM Fri 9-Oct UMW Conference 

 2:30 AM Sun 11-Oct Conference Office Consecration Lincoln 

 
TIME/DATE APPOINTMENT WHERE 



 
TIME/DATE APPOINTMENT WHERE 

9:00 AM Tue 13-Oct Book Discussion I  Session 2 GI Area 
2:00 PM Tue 13-Oct Book Discussion II, Session 2 York First 

  
Wed 14-Oct Camp 

 12:00 AM Thu 15-Oct dCOM Interviews GI First 
9:00 AM Sat 17-Oct Spiritual Gifts Workshop Schuyler UMC 

12:00 AM Sun 18-Oct The Bible and the Americal Future St. Marks 
4:00 PM Sun 18-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE OSCEOLA-Clarks 
7:00 PM Sun 18-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE Wood River-ALDA 

11:30 PM Sun 18-Oct Stromsburg 125th Anniversary 
 10:00 AM Thu 22-Oct Southeast Cluster Geneva 

4:00 PM Fri 23-Oct CLM Training Camp Comeca 
1:00 PM Sun 25-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE Elba - COTESFIELD 
4:00 PM Sun 25-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE ST. PAUL 
7:00 PM Sun 25-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE Palmer-WOLBACH 

7:00 PM Mon 26-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE GILTNER - Phillips 

7:00 PM Wed 28-Oct CHURCH CONFERENCE SCHUYLER 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

If you have something, you would like us to post in our Newsletter please email or send it to: 
 
Prairie Rivers 
207 N Pine #102 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
Email:  prairierivers@umcneb.org 

 

Bishop Ann B. Sherer marries Wayne Simpson 
Around 400 attended a reception held for the couple on July 25, 
from 1-4 p.m., at St. Mark's UMC in Lincoln. They were married 
in the Lincoln Saint Paul UMC's chapel earlier in the day. 
 
Surrounded by family and friends, the new couple beamed with 
happiness as they greeted many clergy and laity of the Nebraska 
Conference. The couple enjoyed having their children, 
grandchildren and other family and friends in Nebraska. After a 
week-long honeymoon, the couple will reside in the Episcopal 
parsonage.  
 

 

CONFERENCE OFFICE RELOCATION COMPLETE 
The Open House is scheduled for Oct. 11, from 2:30 -4:30 p.m. Tours 

and refreshments will be offered.  
 
The Nebraska Conference Board of Trustees wish to share that as of 

Sept. 1, 2009, The Nebraska Unite d Methodist Conference Center is 

now located  at 3333 Landmark Circle in Lincoln, 68504.   

 

The Board of Trustees wishes to thank those individuals and congregations that have donated toward this 

project. If you haven't had a chance to be a part of this exciting project and wish to make a financial 

contribution, please contact the Nebraska United Methodist Foundation Office, Anita or Jim at 402 -323 -

8841/877 -495 -5545.  
 

 
 

 

mailto:prairierivers@umcneb.org


2009 Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze 
Opens September 20 
 
This will be the third year of operation for Camp Fontanelle's Pumpkin Patch &  

Corn Maze. Plan to bring the family out for some good Christian fun. Walk 

through all the twists and turns in our 10 acre corn maze. Challenge yourself 

and walk through without a map.  

 

Open Saturdays and Sundays between September 20th and November 1st, 

2009 from 1:00pm to 7:00pm  

 

Special Halloween hours with a haunted maze and movies.  

 

Available during the week by group reservation.  

 

Adults (12 & up): $6.00 Children (3 -11): $4.00 2 and under are Free  

 

Visit our web page for directions to the camp and find a coupon under the 

corn maze link.  

 

 
Join the Nebraska United Methodist Conference for a two -day, Rethink 
Church Conference to hone your leadership skills and develop a Rethink 

Church strategy for your local church. Formerly known as the Laity 
Convo cation, the event will take place on Nov. 13 and 14 at Lexington First United Methodist 
Church, located on 201 E. 8th Street, Lexington, NE 68850. Clergy and laity are encouraged to 

attend.  
 

Friday, Nov. 13, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. is a "train the trai ner" session (an optional 
Leadership Development Day) where we will train folks to be trainers for Rethink Church. 
People who attend will be prepared to lead Rethink Church efforts for their own and other 

churches. While it's geared for training a trainer,  we think all church leaders will benefit and be 
able to take key components back to their local churches.  

 
Friday, Nov. 13, 2009 at 6 p.m. is the traditional start of the conference. The night will include 

"best practices" and a keynote.  
 
Saturday, Nov. 1 4, 2009 is the full -day workshop from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with several sections to 

equip local church teams to develop a Rethink Church strategy and plan. It will include 
MissionInsite and the Church Vitality Indicator to help each local church reinvigorate i ts 

ministry, identify target audience groups and begin doing old things in new ways and spark new 
ideas for new ministries.  
 

NOTE: The University of Nebraska Cornhusker football team plays at Kansas on Saturday, Nov. 
14. Depending upon game time and the te levised schedule, we will do everything possible to 

keep you close to the action and even use this opportunity in the Rethink Church workshop.  
 
Cost:  

$50 for the two -day training and workshop includes three meals and breaks, all materials, 
resources and s essions. First - time attendees for the Nebraska Conference Laity Convocation can 

enter the code (rethinkne09) to receive a $15 discount in the registration fee. Use of the 
discount code is on the honor system.  
 

Register now through Nov. 8, 2009  
For more information, contact:  Kathryn Witte , Communications Director    

402 -464 -5994  
kwitte@umcneb.org  

Camp Fontatnelle's Corn 
Maze is open every 
Saturday and Sunday; 
September 20th to 

November 1st  
 

 

https://s08.123signup.com/servlet/SignUp?PG=1521635182300&P=1521635191158019400
mailto:kwitte@umcneb.org
http://www.cornfieldmaze.com/sites.php?ID=&username=nenickerson


 

UMCONNECT has a verity of information that is happening around the entire state.  Check out 

their website.  http://www.umcneb.org/communication/um_connect 

 
SABRINIA MILLER VISITS SILVER CREEK-Letter sent to the Bishop 
September 4, 2009 

Dear Bishop Sherer and members of the Cabinet, 

     Our conference is so fortunate to have a young adult intern, sponsored by the Rural Response 

Committee, who will be traveling all across the conference during August, September and October 
encouraging conversations about linking our faith with health care as well as promoting a six week curriculum 

co-authored by the Sowing the Seeds committee (under the auspices of Peace with Justice Ministries) and the 

Center for Rural Affairs.  This curriculum is Bible based and deals with several issues that are impacting rural 

Nebraskans.  

   You may have met Sabrina Miller  at Annual Conference.  Sabrina concluded her Micah Corps internship 

August 5
th

 and began her work with the Rural Response Committee August 10
th

.  She is learning about rural 

empowerment issues at the Center for Rural Affairs and our conference staff liaison, Carol Windrum, is meeting 

with her on a regular basis to do Bible study, prayer and spiritual mentoring. 

   On behalf of the Rural Response Committee, I wanted you to be aware of this leadership development 

project of our committee.   Sabrina will be responsible for contacting local churches and lining up venues 

where she can share. Funds for her travel are covered by the RR Committee and the Center for Rural Affairs.   

   She did several presentations on similar issues and Micah Corps work in local churches this summer and here 

are two comments about her presence:                                                                          Comment from a layperson 

regarding a presentation by Sabrina in the Prairie Rivers District:             ñI was SO IMPRESSED with your 

presentation and the way in which you led the discussion tonight.  You made it known right from the beginning 

that each person's thoughts, ideas and opinions would be respected and honored and that created a very open 

and meaningful discussion! 

   Thank you so much for coming to our church and leading us in such an enlightening discussion!ò  

Comments from a pastor from another church in the Prairie Rivers District about a gathering of around 13 to 15 

folks at his church around health care:                                                                               ñMostly retired, more 

well to do financially, so Sabrina had a challenge in getting them to be able to relate to others who have 

difficultly getting adequate health care.  But she did a good job of making some in roads in doing that, with an 

exercise she had us do, and also with telling her story as one without health insurance.                                                                                                                          

   The people here started realizing that they are more cut off from those living in poverty in the community than 

they realized.                                                                                                                   It may have provided the 

spark for doing something in our local outreach in the community. We'll see as we set goals this coming fall.                                                                                                               

   I thought it was a very good experience.ò 

   We hope that you will hold Sabrina in your prayers as she witnesses in our conference.  If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact me at (402-239-3792 cell/402-678-3312 home) or Sabrina at the Center for Rural 

Affairs, 402/687-2100, extension 1023. 

Blessings, 

Tamara Holtz, Chair, 

 Rural Response Committee    

 
 

http://www.umcneb.org/communication/um_connect


FALL FUNDING – Central City –October 1, -7:00 p.m. 
 

You are part of a 10 million person worldwide movement group known as United Methodists. Your local 
church adds to the 80,000+ right here in Nebraska to form a powerful connection of mission, risk-taking 
justice and ministry work. We gather together to help local churches do ministry. Support and equipping is 
the primary role of the district and conference.  
 
Each district will host a meeting this fall where conference office staff members will discuss detailed 
information about the 2010 conference funding plan passed at the 2009 Annual Conference Session. At 
these meetings, attendees will have the opportunity to find out how conference apportioned ministry dollars 
are being used to further God's Kingdom. Most importantly, we want an opportunity to hear from our United 
Methodist members from all across the conference.  

Administrative Services, Robin Kilgore will present information on encouraging connectional giving. 
 

 
successes to achieve their 100 percent goal. 

share of mission giving is calculated.  
Holy conferencing is the way we continue to be in conversation with each other. There will be ample time for 
small group discussion and opportunities to ask questions. Everyone is welcome to attend and each 
church's lay member, clergy member, and Finance Chairperson is strongly encouraged to attend. Please 
plan to attend one of these meetings in your area. 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

Dear Pastor: Once again we are asking that you place the following announcement in your bulletins 
and/or newsletters from now until October 1st. 

REGISTER NOW: for the next Marriage Encounter weekend 
October 23-25 in North Platte. 
Learn how to enhance your marriage relationship!  
To register or for more information contact: 
Russell and Lanita Evans 
Nebraska State Registration Couple 
2002 Cedarberry Road 
North Platte, NE 69101 
308-520-1491 
russellevans@internet-usa.net 
 
(Deadline is October 1st). 

 

 

Mission Shares belowé 

  

mailto:russellevans@internet-usa.net


DISTRICT MINISTRY SHARES 

 

Church Name 

 2007 
Members  

$1.50 per 
member 

District 
Amount 
Monthly 
Amount 

 

 2.00 per 
member  

Monthly 
@ $2.00 

per 
Member 

 Total 
Payment  

ALDA 42 $63 $5 
 

$84 $7    

ARCHER ZION 125 $188 $16 
 

$250 $21    

AURORA 845 $1,268 $106 
 

$1,690 $141  $423 

BEAVER CROSSING 91 $137 $11 
 

$182 $15    

BELGRADE 54 $81 $7 
 

$108 $9  Paid in Full 

BELLWOOD 83 $125 $10 
 

$166 $14  Paid in Full 

BENEDICT 74 $111 $9 
 

$148 $12    

BLADEN 125 $188 $16 
 

$250 $21    

BLUE HILL 124 $186 $16 
 

$248 $21  Paid In full 

BOELUS 34 $51 $4 
 

$68 $6    

BRADSHAW 116 $174 $15 
 

$232 $19  Paid In full 

BRAINARD 37 $56 $5 
 

$74 $6    

BRUNING 63 $95 $8 
 

$126 $11  Paid In full 

CAIRO 248 $372 $31 
 

$496 $41  Paid In full 

CEDAR RAPIDS 93 $140 $12 
 

$186 $16  Paid In full 

CENTRAL CITY 439 $659 $55 
 

$878 $73  Paid In full 

CENTRAL CITY FAIRVIEW 140 $210 $18 
 

$280 $23  Paid in Full 

CHAPMAN 32 $48 $4 
 

$64 $5  Paid In full 

CHESTER 123 $185 $15 
 

$246 $21  Paid In full 

CLARKS 76 $114 $10 
 

$152 $13  Paid In full 

COLUMBUS 979 $1,469 $122 
 

$1,958 $163  $734 

COTESFIELD 32 $48 $4 
 

$64 $5  Paid In full 

COWLES 27 $41 $3 
 

$54 $5  Paid In full 

DAVENPORT 44 $66 $6 
 

$88 $7  Paid In full 

DAVID CITY ST LUKES 295 $443 $37 
 

$590 $49  Paid in Full 

DONIPHAN 287 $431 $36 
 

$574 $48    

EBENEZER 28 $42 $4 
 

$56 $5  Paid In full 

ELBA 56 $84 $7 
 

$112 $9    

EXETER 80 $120 $10 
 

$160 $13  Paid In full 

FAIRMONT COMMUNITY 192 $288 $24 
 

$384 $32  Paid In full 

FAITH GRAND ISLAND 313 $470 $39 
 

$626 $52  $458.00 

FIRST GRAND ISLAND 304 $456 $38 
 

$608 $51  Paid in Full 

FULLERTON 186 $279 $23 
 

$372 $31  $100 

GENEVA 536 $804 $67 
 

$1,072 $89  Paid In full 

GENOA 90 $135 $11 
 

$180 $15  Paid In full 

GILTNER 153 $230 $19 
 

$306 $26    

GUIDE ROCK 96 $144 $12 
 

$192 $16    

HARVARD 169 $254 $21 
 

$338 $28  Paid in Full 

HASTINGS FIRST 879 $1,319 $110 
 

$1,758 $147  $1418 

HASTINGS GRACE 694 $1,041 $87 
 

$1,388 $116    

HEBRON 155 $233 $19 
 

$310 $26  Paid in Full 

HOLSTEIN 72 $108 $9 
 

$144 $12    

INLAND 13 $20 $2 
 

$26 $2  Paid In full 



 
 

Church Name 

 2007 
Members  

$1.50 per 
member 

District 
Amount 
Monthly 
Amount 

 

 2.00 per 
member  

Monthly 
@ $2.00 

per 
Member 

 Total 
Payment  

JUNIATA 90 $135 $11 
 

$180 $15    

KENESAW 95 $143 $12 
 

$190 $16  $46.00 

MCCOOL JUNCTION 137 $206 $17 
 

$274 $23  Paid In full 

MILLIGAN 93 $140 $12 
 

$186 $16  Paid In full 

MONROE 91 $137 $11 
 

$182 $15  $122 

NORTH BEND 61 $92 $8 
 

$122 $10    

OHIOWA 20 $30 $3 
 

$40 $3    

ONG 30 $45 $4 
 

$60 $5  Paid In full 

OSCEOLA 224 $336 $28 
 

$448 $37    

PALMER 149 $224 $19 
 

$298 $25  Paid In full 

PAULINE 18 $27 $2 
 

$36 $3  Paid In full 

PHILLIPS 95 $143 $12 
 

$190 $16  Paid in Full 

PIERCE CHAPEL 28 $42 $4 
 

$56 $5    

POLK 102 $153 $13 
 

$204 $17  Paid In full 

RED CLOUD 254 $381 $32 
 

$508 $42    

RISING CITY 99 $149 $12 
 

$198 $17    

ROSEDALE 92 $138 $12 
 

$184 $15  Paid In full 

SCHUYLER 142 $213 $18 
 

$284 $24    

SHELBY 189 $284 $24 
 

$378 $32    

SHICKLEY 126 $189 $16 
 

$252 $21  Paid In full 

SILVER CREEK 126 $189 $16 
 

$252 $21    

ST EDWARDS 82 $123 $10 
 

$164 $14  Paid In full 

ST PAUL 243 $365 $30 
 

$486 $41  Paid In full 

STROMSBURG 212 $318 $27 
 

$424 $35    

SUPERIOR 264 $396 $33 
 

$528 $44  $264.00 

SUTTON FED 156 $234 $20 
 

$312 $26    

SUTTON SALEM 19 $29 $2 
 

$38 $3  Paid In full 

TRINITY GRAND ISLAND 1674 $2,511 $209 
 

$3,348 $279    

TRUMBULL 53 $80 $7 
 

$106 $9  Paid in Full 

UTICA 141 $212 $18 
 

$282 $24  Paid in Full 

WACO FIRST 23 $35 $3 
 

$46 $4  Paid In full 

WOLBACH 40 $60 $5 
 

$80 $7  Paid In full 

WOOD RIVER 338 $507 $42 
 

$676 $56    

YORK FIRST 806 $1,209 $101 
 

$1,612 $134  Paid In full 

 


