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Website: www.prairieriversdistrict.com

REFLECTIONS
“AWG”

| believe that our God is a self-revealing God. God is always present with us and continually seeking to
be in communication with us. Therefore, spiritual discernment is an important part of my life. | want to know
what God’s desire is for my life and to be more receptive to the Spirit’s leading. In that this is significant for
me, it is important to spend time with God. | am not always very available, however, because | get too
wrapped up in other things. When this happens | close the day unfulfilled. | have lost my way, again.

What works for me is my “AWG” (Appointment with God). For several years | used that acronym on my
calendar. Itis important for me to make an appointment and recognize that it is vital to keep that
appointment, or reschedule it if the timing is not right, but not to skip it. | am committing to rescheduling
those times as | write this. | have continued a daily prayer time but it has been more about my needs than
about my need to be quiet and listen.

Another practice for me, believing in God’s self-revealing nature and my desire to be attentive to the
Spirit’s leading, is to study and meditate on Holy Scripture. However, this practice has been very haphazard
since | have been in the position | am in now. Not having the faith community of a local church to hold Bible
Studies and fellow clergy in a community to do lectionary study, nor having to prepare weekly sermons, | have
let this practice get displaced. | miss being in a group with church people. My life is so much richer when | am
in a faith-study group.

It is great to hear the stories of those of you are routinely engaged in spiritual growth disciplines. For
those still searching for God’s call for you for today, | hope you would become a part of a group that
intentionally opens themselves up to rich study of the Scriptures and make also make time for listening to the
Spirit’s leading.

We welcome new pastors to our churches in the Prairie Rivers District. Reach out to them to include
them in a Covenant Group or lectionary study as they come to us. | hope all of our pastors are able to come to
our picnic on August 22 in Grand Island to meet new persons and be reacquainted with others. (See
information below.)

New Among Us:

Stuart Davis and his children Megan and Edward will be serving the Kenesaw and Holstein churches.
Fay Hubbard will be serving the Schuyler church.

Murry Johnston will be serving the Silver Creek and Monroe churches

Cindy Karges will be serving the Hastings Grace and Juniata congregations, while her husband Kelly
Karges will serve the Doniphan and Rosedale churches

e Theresa Mason and family, her husband John LeCompte and their daughter Mozelle.



e Jocelyn Tupper will serve Superior.
e Dusty Sprague and his wife Tracy will serve the Columbus church as an associate pastor.
e Roger Hammond and his wife Paula will serve the Pauline church.

Blessings,
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Harold D Backus
Prairie Rivers District Superintendent

5L{¢wL/ ¢ t L/ b LANDRETIRED CtERGY ¢ h w Q{
TO BE HELD AUGUST 22 - 5:00 PM ‘
AT THE GRAND ISLAND FIRST CHURCH.

PLEASE RSVP TO THE DISTRICT OFFICE

VIA EMAIL AT prairierivers@umcneb.org or
CALL 308-384-0603 YOUR ATTENDANCE NUMBER.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
If you have something, you would like us to post in our Newsletter please email or send it to:

Prairie Rivers

207 N Pine #102

Grand Island, NE 68801

Email: prairierivers@umcneb.org

UMCONNECT has a verity of information that is happening around the entire state. Check out
their website. http://www.umcneb.org/communication/um_connect

Calendar
DATE/TIME APPOINTMENT WHERE
July 11 Installation for Dan Flanagan Papillion UMC
July 13 10:00-3:00 New Pastor Orientation UM Conference Center
July 15 Book Study fAPower ¢TBA
July 16 School of Christian Mission Mid-town Holiday Inn-G. I.
July 18 Installation of Kay Alnor Ogallala
Listening Session on the NE-KS

July 22 10:00 Episcopal Area Gl Faith

July 23-24 Basic Lay Speaking Palmer
July 25 9:30 Micha Aurora
July 27 7:00 Micha with Aurora Youth Aurora
July 29 1:30 SPST in Kansas City

July 30-August 9 HAROLD ON VACATION
August 9-13 LINDA ON VACATION
August 17 Book Studyi A Power Sur ge: TBA
August 19 10:00-4:00 L-3 Central City UMC

August 22 500 Di strict Pastor 6s ¢Grandlsland First
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mailto:prairierivers@umcneb.org
http://www.umcneb.org/communication/um_connect

Prairie Rivers District

Basic Lay Speaking Ministries Training
Friday evening and all day Saturday, July 23" and 24™

BASIC COURSE i Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Course

This basic course is the foundation for other texts in the Learning and Leading series for lay speakers. In this new basic course,
individuals are encouraged to recognize and employ personal spiritual gifts for the Church in order to use them as God fully
intended. Participants are invited to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders,
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable for discipleship.
It offers guidelines for best practices as a church leader and outlines a number of ministries in which lay speakers may assume
roles.

WHERE: Palmer United Methdodist Church, 1012 Commercial Street, Palmer, Ne

LEADERSHIP: Rev. Martin Leeper, Palmer/Wolbach UMC's, and
Kathy Olson, CLS, Stromsburg UMC

TIME: Friday 1 6:30 PM T 9:30 PM (Supper Provided)
Saturday- 8:30 AM i 4:00 PM, Breakfast & Lunch Provided

COST: $30.00 - includes textbooks & meals. (Please check with your local church as you may be eligible for
scholarship.)

LODGING: St Paul, Nebraska, Super 8 or Grand Island, Nebraska
There are some local residents who will provide lodging, please call Jeanie Leeper
for arrangements (308) 894-5275

Register by July 16", 2010 (we need an early count to plan snacks, meals, and mail the texts.)

Class must have a minimum of 5 with a max of 25 persons registered.

Mail your checks payabletoi Pr ai r i e RO vwirtsh Dtihset rfiocrtm bel ow to La
Leeper, P O Box 102, Palmer, Ne 68864

If you have any questions, please contact: Jeanie Leeper, Prairie Rivers District Director of Lay Speaking Ministries,
308 894-5275 or leeps4christ@cablene.com

Please register me for the following class: __ Basic Lay Speaker Course

Name

Home Phone Cell Phone:

Mailing Address , City Zip
E/mail Address Your Local Church

Your Pastordés Signature

Persons of any denomination may attend this training; however, you must be a member of a United Methodist Church to be
consecrated as a Lay Speaker.
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Next Step Conference

Rev. Paul Nixon, United Methodist church consultant and author of | Refuse to Lead a Dying Church,
will be the keynote speaker at the Next Step Conference, a major continuing education event in the
lowa Annual Conference. The two-day conference includes presentations and workshops dealing with
a wide range of church ministry issues relevant to churches of all sizes. More information, including
registration for this October event, is available at the website: www.nextstepankeny.com.

Nebraska Conference Cooperative Summer School of Christian Mission
Consider this a fAlast call o for the Nebra
scheduled for July21lf at the Midwn Holiday Inn in Grand Island. Commuters are welcome to r
on site. Those wanting room reservation®aragattto register as soon as possible.

What class can you attend to get Advanced Lay Speaking credit? Or Continuing Education C
you just want to meet new people, learn about timely mission and justice issues and pick up s
leadership #kf?

The School is comprised of two components: the short weekend sdsliamduhelénger
weekday session which ends July 21. The School is a cooperative venture between the Lead
Development Team of The Common Table and NebraskthbabigetMulaen.

Attendees will grow spi rdJdtouhanldlsy Lweittthe rtshoe |
RuggidtHa d e n . Harrietta Reynol ds, Kay Antinor
WorldMi ssi on in an Agdeoft hGlrabdlopClr iof tfiea mids
BobbieFrancidvicdonald.

If your parishioners are not familiar with the School of Christian Mission, we invite you to pers
encourage select members of your congregation whom you think fnmuldusdnahtexperience.

For this type of Spiritual formation education the cost is a bargain and the locatioAgaognvenie
we invite you and your parishioners to sample the weekend session to get a taste of the kind
experience tiNebraska Conference School of Christian Mission can afford United Methodists |
in Nebraska.

The registration material and schedule is attached. For more information contact the registrar
at 4025044908 or-enailcmwilson2@mac.cdrhe dean of the School is Joyce Solomon. She can
reached bymail asolomon.joyce@amail.oocall 368439461

In His grace,

Joyce Solomon, Dean
Nebraska Conferer@ooperative School of Christian Mission

P.S. Please note the change of leadership for the Sudan; the registration form lists Heidi McGC
| eader for fAThe Sud ad4rands m8doraldan Artinoro has also beerl a |
added o AJoy to the Worl do workshop.
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CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCES LIST 2010

December 6, 2009 Stromsburg October 3, 2010 Gl First
December 13, 2009 Superior October 10, 2010 Gl Trinity
December 20, 2009 Sutton Federated October 17, 2010 Giltner
December 27, 2009 Sutton Salem October 24, 2010 Guide Rock

January 3, 2010 Trumbull October 31, 2010 Harvard
January 10, 2010 Utica November 7, 2010 Hastings First
January 17, 2010 Waco November 14, 2010 Hastings Grace
January 24, 2010 Wolbach November 21, 2010 Hebron
January 31, 2010 Wood River November 28, 2010 Holstein
February 7, 2010 York First December 5, 2010 Inland

February 14, 2010 Alda December 12, 2010 Juniata

February 21, 2010 Archer Zion December 19, 2010 Kenesaw

February 28, 2010 Aurora December 26, 2010 McCool Junction

March 7, 2010 Beaver Crossing January 2, 2011 Milligan
March 14, 2010 Belgrade January 9, 2011 Monroe
March 21, 2010 Bellwood January 16, 2011 North Bend
March 28, 2010 Benedict January 23, 2011 Ong

April 4, 2010 Bladen January 30, 2011 Osceola

April 11, 2010 Blue Hill February 6, 2011 Palmer

April 18, 2010 Boelus February 13, 2011 Pauline

April 25, 2010 Bradshaw February 20, 2011 Phillips

May 2, 2010 Brainard February 27, 2011 Pierce Chapel
May 9, 2010 Bruning March 6, 2011 Polk
May 16, 2010 Cairo March 13, 2011 Red Cloud
May 23, 2010 CC Fairview March 20, 2011 Rising City
May 30, 2010 Cedar Rapids March 27, 2011 Rosedale
June 6, 2010 Central City April 3, 2011 Schuyler

June 13, 2010 Chapman April 10, 2011 Shelby

June 20, 2010 Chester April 17, 2011 Shickley

June 27, 2010 Clarks April 24, 2011 Silver Creek

July 4, 2010 Columbus May 1, 2011 St. Edward
July 11, 2010 Cotesfiled May 8, 2011 St. Paul
July 18, 2010 Davenport May 15, 2011 Stromsburg
July 25, 2010 David City May 22, 2011 Superior
August 1, 2010 Doniphan May 29, 2011 Sutton Federated
August 8, 2010 Ebenezer June 5, 2011 Sutton Salem

August 15, 2010 Elba June 12, 2011 Trumbull

August 22, 2010 Exeter June 19, 2011 Utica

August 29, 2010 Fairmont June 26, 2011 Waco

September 5, 2010 Fullerton July 3, 2011 Wolbach
September 12, 2010 Geneva July 10, 2011 Wood River
September 19, 2010 Genoa July 17, 2011 York First
September 26, 2010 Gl Faith July 24, 2011 Alda




DISTRICT MINISTRY SHARES as of June 201
Conference Year to Date Collected 35%

District Year to Date Collected 26%
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