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“Wellspring”
Prairie Rivers District United Methodist Church
Dr. Harold D. Backus, 
Prairie Rivers District Superintendent
Phone:  308-384-0603       Fax:  308-384-1391 
Email:prairierivers@umcneb.org

Website: www.prairieriversdistrict.com


REFLECTIONS
				
“AWG”
I believe that our God is a self-revealing God.  God is always present with us and continually seeking to be in communication with us.  Therefore, spiritual discernment is an important part of my life.  I want to know what God’s desire is for my life and to be more receptive to the Spirit’s leading.  In that this is significant for me, it is important to spend time with God.  I am not always very available, however, because I get too wrapped up in other things.  When this happens I close the day unfulfilled.  I have lost my way, again.
What works for me is my “AWG” (Appointment with God).  For several years I used that acronym on my calendar.  It is important for me to make an appointment and recognize that it is vital to keep that appointment, or reschedule it if the timing is not right, but not to skip it.  I am committing to rescheduling those times as I write this. I have continued a daily prayer time but it has been more about my needs than about my need to be quiet and listen.
Another practice for me, believing in God’s self-revealing nature and my desire to be attentive to the Spirit’s leading, is to study and meditate on Holy Scripture. However, this practice has been very haphazard since I have been in the position I am in now.  Not having the faith community of a local church to hold Bible Studies and fellow clergy in a community to do lectionary study, nor having to prepare weekly sermons, I have let this practice get displaced.  I miss being in a group with church people.  My life is so much richer when I am in a faith-study group.
It is great to hear the stories of those of you are routinely engaged in spiritual growth disciplines.  For those still searching for God’s call for you for today, I hope you would become a part of a group that intentionally opens themselves up to rich study of the Scriptures and make also make time for listening to the Spirit’s leading.
We welcome new pastors to our churches in the Prairie Rivers District.  Reach out to them to include them in a Covenant Group or lectionary study as they come to us.  I hope all of our pastors are able to come to our picnic on August 22 in Grand Island to meet new persons and be reacquainted with others.  (See information below.)
New Among Us:

· Stuart Davis and his children Megan and Edward will be serving the Kenesaw and Holstein churches.
· Fay Hubbard will be serving the Schuyler church.
· Murry Johnston will be serving the Silver Creek and Monroe churches
· Cindy Karges will be serving the Hastings Grace and Juniata congregations, while her husband Kelly Karges will serve the Doniphan and Rosedale churches
· Theresa Mason and family, her husband John LeCompte and their daughter Mozelle.
· Jocelyn Tupper will serve Superior.
· Dusty Sprague and his wife Tracy will serve the Columbus church as an associate pastor.
· Roger Hammond and his wife Paula will serve the Pauline church.

[image: Harold Signature.JPG]Blessings,


	
Harold D Backus
Prairie Rivers District Superintendent
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 AT THE GRAND ISLAND FIRST CHURCH.  
PLEASE RSVP TO THE DISTRICT OFFICE 
VIA EMAIL AT prairierivers@umcneb.org or 
CALL 308-384-0603 YOUR ATTENDANCE NUMBER. 


NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
If you have something, you would like us to post in our Newsletter please email or send it to:

Prairie Rivers
207 N Pine #102
Grand Island, NE  68801
Email:  prairierivers@umcneb.org

[bookmark: ANCHOR5]UMCONNECT has a verity of information that is happening around the entire state.  Check out their website.  http://www.umcneb.org/communication/um_connect

Calendar
	
DATE/TIME
	APPOINTMENT
	WHERE


	July 11
	
	Installation for Dan Flanagan 
	Papillion UMC

	July 13
	10:00-3:00
	New Pastor Orientation
	UM Conference Center

	July 15
	
	Book Study “Power Surge”
	TBA

	July 16
	
	School of Christian Mission
	Mid-town Holiday Inn-G. I.

	July 18
	
	Installation of Kay Alnor
	Ogallala 

	July 22
	10:00 
	Listening Session on the NE-KS Episcopal Area
	GI Faith

	July 23-24
	
	Basic Lay Speaking
	Palmer

	July 25
	9:30
	Micha
	Aurora 

	July 27
	7:00
	Micha with Aurora Youth
	Aurora

	July 29
	1:30
	SPST in Kansas City
	

	July 30-August 9
	
	HAROLD ON VACATION
	

	August 9-13
	
	LINDA ON VACATION
	

	August 17
	
	Book Study – “Power Surge”
	TBA

	August 19
	10:00-4:00
	L-3
	Central City UMC

	August 22
	5:00
	District Pastor’s and Retirees Picnic
	Grand Island First




Prairie Rivers District

Basic Lay Speaking Ministries Training 
Friday evening and all day Saturday, July 23rd and 24th 

BASIC COURSE – Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Course

This basic course is the foundation for other texts in the Learning and Leading series for lay speakers.  In this new basic course, individuals are encouraged to recognize and employ personal spiritual gifts for the Church in order to use them as God fully intended.  Participants are invited to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable for discipleship.  It offers guidelines for best practices as a church leader and outlines a number of ministries in which lay speakers may assume roles.

WHERE:  Palmer United Methdodist Church,  1012 Commercial Street, Palmer, Ne

LEADERSHIP:  	Rev. Martin Leeper, Palmer/Wolbach UMC's, and  
			Kathy Olson, CLS, Stromsburg UMC

TIME:  Friday – 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM (Supper  Provided) 
	Saturday- 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM, Breakfast & Lunch Provided

COST:   $30.00 - includes textbooks & meals.  (Please check with your local church as you may be eligible for scholarship.)

LODGING:  St Paul, Nebraska,  Super 8 or Grand Island, Nebraska
	There are some local residents who will provide lodging, please call Jeanie Leeper
	for arrangements (308) 894-5275
	
Register by July 16th, 2010 (we need an early count to plan snacks, meals, and mail the texts.)

Class must have a minimum of 5 with a max of 25 persons registered.

Mail your checks payable to “Prairie Rivers District” with the form below to Lay Speaker Training, c/o Jeanie Leeper, P O Box 102, Palmer, Ne 68864

If you have any questions, please contact: Jeanie Leeper, Prairie Rivers District Director of Lay Speaking Ministries, 
308 894-5275 or leeps4christ@cablene.com

Please register me for the following class:  ____ Basic Lay Speaker Course

Name____________________________________________ 

Home Phone_____________________			Cell Phone: _______________________

Mailing Address_________________________________ , City________________ Zip______
_
E/mail Address____________________ 	Your Local Church ______________________

Your Pastor’s Signature ______________________________ Date ______________________

Persons of any denomination may attend this training; however, you must be a member of a United Methodist Church to be consecrated as a Lay Speaker.

Next Step Conference
Rev. Paul Nixon, United Methodist church consultant and author of I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, will be the keynote speaker at the Next Step Conference, a major continuing education event in the Iowa Annual Conference.  The two-day conference includes presentations and workshops dealing with a wide range of church ministry issues relevant to churches of all sizes.  More information, including registration for this October event, is available at the website: www.nextstepankeny.com.
 

Nebraska Conference Cooperative Summer School of Christian Mission
Consider this a “last call” for the Nebraska Conference Cooperative Summer School of Christian Mission scheduled for July 16-21, at the Mid-town Holiday Inn in Grand Island. Commuters are welcome to register on site. Those wanting room reservations are encouraged to register as soon as possible. 

What class can you attend to get Advanced Lay Speaking credit? Or Continuing Education Credits? Maybe you just want to meet new people, learn about timely mission and justice issues and pick up some leadership skills?

The School is comprised of two components: the short weekend session July 16-18, and the longer weekday session which ends July 21. The School is a cooperative venture between the Leadership Development Team of The Common Table and Nebraska United Methodist Women.

Attendees will grow spiritually with the study “For the Love of God—John’s Letters” led by the Rev. Sally Ruggia-Haden. Harrietta Reynolds, Kay Antinoro and Rachel Bachenburg will lead the study “Joy to the World—Mission in an Age of Global Christianity.”  The third topic offered will be “The Sudan” led by Bobbie-Francis Mcdonald.

If your parishioners are not familiar with the School of Christian Mission, we invite you to personally encourage select members of your congregation whom you think would benefit from such an experience. 

For  this type of Spiritual formation education the cost is a bargain and the location is convenient.  Again, we invite you and your parishioners to sample the weekend session to get a taste of the kind of quality experience the Nebraska Conference School of Christian Mission can afford United Methodists right here in Nebraska. 

The registration material and schedule is attached. For more information contact the registrar Tina Wilson at 402-504-4908 or e-mail cmwilson2@mac.com. The dean of the School is Joyce Solomon. She can be reached by e-mail at solomon.joyce@gmail.com or call 308-643-9461

In His grace,

Joyce Solomon, Dean
Nebraska Conference Cooperative School of Christian Mission

P.S. Please note the change of leadership for the Sudan; the registration form lists Heidi McGinnis as the leader for “The Sudan.” She will be replaced by bobbie-francis mcdonald.  Kan Antinoro has also been added to “Joy to the World” workshop.
	

CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCES LIST 2010


	December 6, 2009
	 
	Stromsburg
	 
	October 3, 2010
	 
	GI First

	December 13, 2009
	
	Superior
	
	October 10, 2010
	
	GI Trinity

	December 20, 2009
	
	Sutton Federated
	
	October 17, 2010
	
	Giltner

	December 27, 2009
	
	Sutton Salem
	
	October 24, 2010
	
	Guide Rock

	January 3, 2010
	
	Trumbull
	
	October 31, 2010
	
	Harvard

	January 10, 2010
	
	Utica
	
	November 7, 2010
	
	Hastings First

	January 17, 2010
	
	Waco
	
	November 14, 2010
	
	Hastings Grace

	January 24, 2010
	
	Wolbach
	
	November 21, 2010
	
	Hebron

	January 31, 2010
	
	Wood River
	
	November 28, 2010
	
	Holstein

	February 7, 2010
	
	York First
	
	December 5, 2010
	
	Inland 

	February 14, 2010
	
	Alda
	
	December 12, 2010
	
	Juniata

	February 21, 2010
	
	Archer Zion
	
	December 19, 2010
	
	Kenesaw

	February 28, 2010
	
	Aurora
	
	December 26, 2010
	
	McCool Junction

	March 7, 2010
	
	Beaver Crossing
	
	January 2, 2011
	
	Milligan

	March 14, 2010
	
	Belgrade
	
	January 9, 2011
	
	Monroe

	March 21, 2010
	
	Bellwood
	
	January 16, 2011
	
	North Bend

	March 28, 2010
	
	Benedict
	
	January 23, 2011
	
	Ong

	April 4, 2010
	
	Bladen
	
	January 30, 2011
	
	Osceola

	April 11, 2010
	
	Blue Hill
	
	February 6, 2011
	
	Palmer

	April 18, 2010
	
	Boelus
	
	February 13, 2011
	
	Pauline

	April 25, 2010
	
	Bradshaw
	
	February 20, 2011
	
	Phillips

	May 2, 2010
	
	Brainard
	
	February 27, 2011
	
	Pierce Chapel

	May 9, 2010
	
	Bruning
	
	March 6, 2011
	
	Polk

	May 16, 2010
	
	Cairo
	
	March 13, 2011
	
	Red Cloud

	May 23, 2010
	
	CC Fairview
	
	March 20, 2011
	
	Rising City

	May 30, 2010
	
	Cedar Rapids
	
	March 27, 2011
	
	Rosedale

	June 6, 2010
	
	Central City
	
	April 3, 2011
	
	Schuyler

	June 13, 2010
	
	Chapman
	
	April 10, 2011
	
	Shelby

	June 20, 2010
	
	Chester
	
	April 17, 2011
	
	Shickley

	June 27, 2010
	
	Clarks
	
	April 24, 2011
	
	Silver Creek

	July 4, 2010
	
	Columbus
	
	May 1, 2011
	
	St. Edward

	July 11, 2010
	
	Cotesfiled
	
	May 8, 2011
	
	St. Paul

	July 18, 2010
	
	Davenport
	
	May 15, 2011
	
	Stromsburg

	July 25, 2010
	
	David City
	
	May 22, 2011
	
	Superior

	August 1, 2010
	
	Doniphan
	
	May 29, 2011
	
	Sutton Federated

	August 8, 2010
	
	Ebenezer
	
	June 5, 2011
	
	Sutton Salem

	August 15, 2010
	
	Elba
	
	June 12, 2011
	
	Trumbull

	August 22, 2010
	
	Exeter
	
	June 19, 2011
	
	Utica

	August 29, 2010
	
	Fairmont
	
	June 26, 2011
	
	Waco

	September 5, 2010
	
	Fullerton
	
	July 3, 2011
	
	Wolbach

	September 12, 2010
	
	Geneva
	
	July 10, 2011
	
	Wood River

	September 19, 2010
	
	Genoa
	
	July 17, 2011
	
	York First

	September 26, 2010
	
	GI Faith
	
	 July 24, 2011
	 
	 Alda



DISTRICT MINISTRY SHARES as of June 201
Conference Year to Date Collected 35% 			District Year to Date Collected 26%
	Church
	Goals
	Paid to Date
	Remaining Amount
	% Paid
	 District 2008 Members 
	$2.00 per member
	Total 
	Balance Due

	Alda
	$4,643.98 
	$1,547.96 
	$3,096.02 
	33.33
	42
	$2
	$84
	0.00

	Archer Zion
	$10,780.01 
	$0.00 
	$10,780.01 
	0
	125
	$2
	$250
	$250.00

	Aurora
	$67,666.99 
	$11,755.00 
	$55,911.99 
	17.37
	845
	$2
	$1,690
	1304.00

	Beaver Crossing
	$8,647.00 
	$4,330.84 
	$4,316.16 
	50.08
	91
	$2
	$182
	$182.00

	Belgrade
	$4,935.00 
	$2,497.50 
	$2,437.50 
	50.61
	60
	$2
	$120
	0.00

	Bellwood
	$7,712.00 
	$3,213.30 
	$4,498.70 
	41.67
	83
	$2
	$166
	$108.00

	Benedict
	$5,903.02 
	$1,475.76 
	$4,427.26 
	25
	74
	$2
	$148
	$148.00

	Bladen
	$9,606.01 
	$3,202.08 
	$6,403.93 
	33.33
	125
	$2
	$250
	$250.00

	Blue Hill
	$9,641.01 
	$4,017.05 
	$5,623.96 
	41.67
	124
	$2
	$248
	$248.00

	Boelus
	$2,820.00 
	$1,414.00 
	$1,406.00 
	50.14
	34
	$2
	$68
	$68.00

	Bradshaw
	$7,398.01 
	$3,699.00 
	$3,699.01 
	50
	116
	$2
	$232
	$232.00

	Brainard
	$2,712.00 
	$1,356.00 
	$1,356.00 
	50
	37
	$2
	$74
	0.00

	Bruning
	$6,164.98 
	$3,082.56 
	$3,082.42 
	50
	63
	$2
	$126
	$0.00

	Cairo
	$21,814.00 
	$3,635.68 
	$18,178.32 
	16.67
	248
	$2
	$496
	$496.00

	Cedar Rapids
	$6,967.98 
	$2,322.68 
	$4,645.30 
	33.33
	93
	$2
	$186
	$186.00

	CC Fairview
	$11,851.01 
	$5,925.54 
	$5,925.47 
	50
	432
	$2
	$864
	$0.00

	Central City 
	$32,741.00 
	$16,370.52 
	$16,370.48 
	50
	140
	$2
	$280
	$0.00

	Chapman
	$3,571.01 
	$1,954.84 
	$1,616.17 
	54.74
	32
	$2
	$64
	$64.00

	Chester
	$9,689.01 
	$4,870.97 
	$4,818.04 
	50.27
	123
	$2
	$246
	$246.00

	Clarks
	$6,269.00 
	$4,983.15 
	$1,285.85 
	79.49
	76
	$2
	$152
	$152.00

	Columbus
	$86,531.99 
	$39,259.21 
	$47,272.78 
	45.37
	979
	$2
	$1,958
	$1,958.00

	Cotesfield
	$2,595.00 
	$500.00 
	$2,095.00 
	19.27
	32
	$2
	$64
	$64.00

	Davenport
	$4,607.00 
	$2,303.52 
	$2,303.48 
	50
	44
	$2
	$88
	0.00

	David City
	$22,556.02 
	$10,705.11 
	$11,850.91 
	47.46
	295
	$2
	$590
	$0.00

	Doniphan
	$24,970.00 
	$1,444.86 
	$23,525.14 
	5.79
	287
	$2
	$574
	116.00

	Ebenezer
	$2,354.00 
	$1,177.02 
	$1,176.98 
	50
	28
	$2
	$56
	$56.00

	Elba
	$4,555.99 
	$1,518.68 
	$3,037.31 
	33.33
	56
	$2
	$112
	$112.00

	Exeter
	$6,505.99 
	$3,253.08 
	$3,252.91 
	50
	80
	$2
	$160
	$160.00

	Fairmont
	$19,065.00 
	$4,766.22 
	$14,298.78 
	25
	192
	$2
	$384
	$384.00

	Fullerton
	$13,486.00 
	$2,592.00 
	$10,894.00 
	19.22
	186
	$2
	$372
	$372.00

	Geneva
	$40,468.00 
	$22,838.90 
	$17,629.10 
	56.44
	536
	$2
	$1,072
	$0.00

	Genoa
	$7,277.01 
	$0.00 
	$7,277.01 
	0
	90
	$2
	$180
	$180.00

	Giltner
	$11,005.01 
	$5,100.00 
	$5,905.01 
	46.34
	153
	$2
	$306
	$306.00

	GI Faith
	$26,403.00 
	$11,324.75 
	$15,078.25 
	42.89
	296
	$2
	$592
	$592.00

	GI First
	$25,956.02 
	$3,263.97 
	$22,692.05 
	12.58
	304
	$2
	$608
	$0.00

	GI Trinity
	$135,310.01 
	$62,227.76 
	$73,082.25 
	45.99
	1674
	$2
	$3,348
	$3,348.00

	Guide Rock
	$7,821.00 
	$2,607.04 
	$5,213.96 
	33.33
	96
	$2
	$192
	$145.00

	Harvard
	$15,364.01 
	$7,682.10 
	$7,681.91 
	50
	169
	$2
	$338
	$338.00

	Hastings First
	$74,999.01 
	$14,999.80 
	$59,999.21 
	20
	879
	$2
	$1,758
	$1,758.00

	Hastings Grace
	$63,287.00 
	$31,643.46 
	$31,643.54 
	50
	694
	$2
	$1,388
	$1,388.00

	Hebron
	$10,989.99 
	$2,781.00 
	$8,208.99 
	25.3
	155
	$2
	$310
	$310.00

	Holstein
	$6,088.00 
	$3,097.32 
	$2,990.68 
	50.88
	72
	$2
	$144
	$144.00

	Inland
	$916.00 
	$916.00 
	$0.00 
	100
	13
	$2
	$26
	$26.00

	Church
	Goals
	Paid to Date
	Remaining Amount
	% Paid
	 District 2008 Members 
	$2.00 per member
	Total 
	Balance Due

	Juniata
	$5,971.00 
	$2,985.42 
	$2,985.58 
	50
	90
	$2
	$180
	$180.00

	Kenesaw
	$8,385.99 
	$698.84 
	$7,687.15 
	8.33
	95
	$2
	$190
	$190.00

	McCool Junction
	$11,637.02 
	$5,818.62 
	$5,818.40 
	50
	137
	$2
	$274
	$274.00

	Milligan
	$6,736.99 
	$3,368.52 
	$3,368.47 
	50
	93
	$2
	$186
	$186.00

	Monroe
	$7,134.99 
	$3,563.49 
	$3,571.50 
	49.94
	91
	$2
	$182
	$76.00

	Ong
	$2,856.01 
	$1,428.00 
	$1,428.01 
	50
	30
	$2
	$60
	$4.00

	Osceola
	$17,189.99 
	$5,189.99 
	$12,000.00 
	30.19
	224
	$2
	$448
	$448.00

	Palmer
	$14,408.01 
	$6,003.29 
	$8,404.72 
	41.67
	149
	$2
	$298
	$298.00

	Pauline
	$1,509.00 
	$657.04 
	$851.96 
	43.54
	18
	$2
	$36
	$36.00

	Phillips
	$7,893.02 
	$3,946.50 
	$3,946.52 
	50
	95
	$2
	$190
	$190.00

	Pierce Chapel
	$2,587.01 
	$1,293.48 
	$1,293.53 
	50
	28
	$2
	$56
	$56.00

	Polk
	$8,087.99 
	$1,471.00 
	$6,616.99 
	18.19
	102
	$2
	$204
	$204.00

	Red Cloud
	$19,577.01 
	$1,475.00 
	$18,102.01 
	7.53
	254
	$2
	$508
	$381.00

	Rising City
	$8,583.00 
	$4,291.56 
	$4,291.44 
	50
	99
	$2
	$198
	$0.00

	Rosedale
	$8,872.01 
	$4,436.10 
	$4,435.91 
	50
	92
	$2
	$184
	$76.00

	Schuyler
	$11,443.01 
	$217.00 
	$11,226.01 
	1.9
	142
	$2
	$284
	$284.00

	Shelby
	$13,298.01 
	$4,000.00 
	$9,298.01 
	30.08
	189
	$2
	$378
	$378.00

	Shickley
	$11,901.99 
	$0.00 
	$11,901.99 
	0
	126
	$2
	$252
	$252.00

	Silver Creek
	$10,183.00 
	$750.00 
	$9,433.00 
	7.37
	126
	$2
	$252
	$252.00

	St Edward
	$8,290.99 
	$4,281.84 
	$4,009.15 
	51.64
	82
	$2
	$164
	$164.00

	St Paul
	$20,635.00 
	$185.00 
	$20,450.00 
	0.9
	243
	$2
	$486
	$486.00

	Stromsburg
	$15,934.00 
	$0.00 
	$15,934.00 
	0
	212
	$2
	$424
	$424.00

	Superior
	$23,032.00 
	$11,516.00 
	$11,516.00 
	50
	264
	$2
	$528
	$0.00

	Sutton Federated
	$13,794.00 
	$6,389.91 
	$7,404.09 
	46.32
	156
	$2
	$312
	$312.00

	Sutton Salem
	$2,190.01 
	$1,095.00 
	$1,095.01 
	50
	19
	$2
	$38
	$38.00

	Trumbull
	$4,772.00 
	$4,772.00 
	$0.00 
	100
	53
	$2
	$106
	$106.00

	Utica
	$12,563.00 
	$6,281.52 
	$6,281.48 
	50
	141
	$2
	$282
	$282.00

	Waco
	$3,230.00 
	$2,021.12 
	$1,208.88 
	62.57
	23
	$2
	$46
	$0.00

	Wolbach
	$3,517.01 
	$825.88 
	$2,691.13 
	23.48
	40
	$2
	$80
	$80.00

	Wood River
	$26,970.00 
	$4,495.02 
	$22,474.98 
	16.67
	338
	$2
	$676
	$676.00

	York First
	$63,637.01 
	$20,339.00 
	$43,298.01 
	31.96
	806
	$2
	$1,612
	$0.00
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