
DECEMBER 2008 

ñWellspringò  
Prairie Rivers District 

United Methodist Church 

Dr. Harold D. Backus, Prairie Rivers District Superintendent 
Phone:  308-384-0603                  Fax:  308-384-1391 

Email:prairierivers@umcneb.org 

 
Website: www.prairieriversdistrict.com 

 
Reflections 

ñChristmas Starts with Adventò 
 

I was always tempted to pass by the themes of Advent in my preaching.  I want to jump right to the 
blessedness of Christmas without dealing with the harder lessons of Advent.  But, Christmas without 
Advent is like a performance without rehearsals; like marriage without courtship.  Preparation and 
anticipation are key to a meaningful Christmas.  Advent gives us these. 
 

Advent gives us a chance to work at it.  Itôs like baking a cake.  Sure it is great to have somebody 
just hand you a cake.  But, what do you think would be the more satisfying, eating a cake that you and 
your family or friends worked together to create, or one that was just given to you?  Advent is that season 
of preparing that creates a meaningful Christmas. 
 

Advent gives us the opportunity for confession.  The Advent themes help us recognize the state of 
the world, the state of our own heart and condition, reminding us that we are in need of Godôs help.  
Because of that confession, we can move into Christmas with a sense of joy as we are reminded that 
Christ was given to us as a Savior, one who forgives.   Advent helps us to spend time acknowledging the 
darkness.  The light of heavenôs Christmas has become such a familiar holiday that the light has become 
dim and does not resemble the bright light of our earlier discovery of Godôs gift of Jesus Christ. 
 

Advent sets the stage for surprise.  I will always treasure the time I worked with a woman working 
toward her GED.  She had quit school because math was so difficult and she thought she wasnôt smart 
enough to continue.  I found through the testing that she hadnôt learned her multiplication tables.  Once 
she mastered these, I gave her some division problems.  I cannot adequately convey the expression and 
joy of surprise that she showed when the light turned on in her mind when she understood division.  She 
was able to solve any problem I gave her.  Her ñadventò journey was to learn the multiplication tables; her 
Christmas-like experience was that she understood how to divide.   She entered college that fall and was 
accepted in the nurses training program.  The kind of delight, that element of surprise, this woman 
experienced is what Christmas is when we recognize who it is that Christmas is about instead of just what 
it is.  This recognition doesnôt come on a silver platter.  It comes as a gift, yes, but when we work at it, or 
surrender to it.  Discovering Christmas is a step-by-step journey, in the darkness, toward Bethlehem. 
 

I hope your Advent season is rich.  Mary Christmas! 

 
Your District Superintendent 



Churches Praying for Churches 
Please include in your bulletin each week.  Also include Bishop Ann Sherer and Harold Backus. 
 

7-Dec CC Fairview 4-Jan Chester 

14-Dec Cedar Rapids 11-Jan Clarks 

21-Dec Central City 18-Jan Columbus 

28-Dec Chapman 25-Jan Cotesfiled 

 
Church Conference Schedule thru December  
Bold indicates location of conference 
Monday, December 1, 2008 7:00 PM Doniphan-Rosedale 

   Wednesday, December 3, 2008 7:00 PM Fairmont 

      

Sunday, December 7, 2008 1:00 PM or before ** York 1st-Waco 

Sunday, December 7, 2008 4:00 PM Columbus 

Sunday, December 7, 2008 7:00 PM Aurora-Bradshaw 

      

Monday, December 8, 2008 7:00 PM Chester-Hebron 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008 7:00 PM Trumbull-Inland 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 7:00 PM Beaver Crossing-Utica-Ebenezer 6:00 Soup Supper 

      

Sunday, December 14, 2008 1:00 PM or before ** Grand Island Trinity 

Sunday, December 14, 2008 4:00 PM Grand Island Faith 

 
 
Calendar 

December 1-4 Church Conferences See schedule above 

December 4 Conference Call 10:00-11:30 

December 7-10 Church Conferences See schedule above 

December 10 Stat Training for Linda & Harold 9:30-10:30 

December 11 L-3 ï Grand Island First 9:30-3:00 

December 12 Cabinet in Lincoln  

December 14 Church Conference See schedule above 

December 15-17 Harold in Texas for Training  

December 24-Jan 2 Office Closed Holidays and Vacations 



òMaking a Differenceò 

Brochure 
Registration  
   In order to provide two opportunities to 
participate in the workshops, you will need to pre-
register by December 15.  Please fill out the 
registration below and return to: 
Elkhorn Valley District Office 
PO Box 1283 
Norfolk NE 69702 
OR 
e-mail the information to: 
sjensen@umcneb.org 
 
Ä 10:30 Training for PPRC 
Ä 11:45 Lunch ($6 paid that day) 
Ä 12:45 Worship 

You Pick 2 Workshops 
2:00 AND 3:30 

Note: workshops will be run twice 
Ä Connectional Joy that Makes a Difference 
Ä Holy Conversations that Make a Difference 
Ä Gracious Generosity that Makes a Difference 
Ä Three Simple Rules: 
          Wesleyan Spirituality that Makes a 
Difference 
Ä  Ministry with Children that Makes a Diference 
Ä Radical Hospitality to the Stranger  
          that Makes a Difference 
Ä Lay Leadership that Makes a Difference 
Ä Youth Ministry that 
           Makes a Difference 

Name: ______________________ 
e-mail or phone ________________ 
Church________________________ 
Childcare needed:  ______   
     Number of children _____     Ages__________ 

 
ñMaking a Differenceò 

with 
Bishop Ann Brookshire Sherer 

 

Please join us for a day of 

Learning,  
Worship,  

& 
 Fellowship 

 

Sponsored by the  

Elkhorn Valley District  

 
Saturday, January 17, 2009  

10:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

 
First United Methodist Church  

406 W Phillip Ave  

Norfolk NE  

 

 

 

mailto:sjensen@umcneb.org


A Look at the Day  

 
10:30  Training for Pastor-Parish 
            Relations Committees 
            Bishop Sherer welcomes PPRC 
members, pastors, and anyone who is interested in 
strengthening  the ministry of your church. 
 

11:45  Lunch 
        Norfolk First UMW  will provide a  
 light lunch for $6 
 

 

12:45  Worship: 
 

Celebrating the  

Mission and Ministry  

Of the  

Nebraska Rural Ministry Project  

Bishop Sherer will bring the 

message 

 

2:00 and 3:30     Workshops  

     Please review the descriptions of the 

workshops and pre-register for two 

workshops.       (Pre-registration is helpful to 

make workshop room assignments.) 

     Childcare is available by advance 

registration. 

Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Pick 2 Workshops  

Connectional Joy that 

Makes a Difference 

Doyle Burbanks-Williams 

While General Conference may seem distant from 
the local church, it is not!  This workshop will look 
at how General Conference makes a difference in 
our lives as the United Methodist Church. 
 

Holy Conversations that 

Make a Difference 

Robbie Lonewolf & Anita Hall 

Holy Conversations make a difference by: 

 Exploring ways to manage conflict while 
remaining faithful disciples 

 Learning about the models of Holy 
Conferencing and Disagreeing in Love 

 Using Biblical references and solutions for 
dealing with conflict 

 
Gracious Generosity that 

Makes a Difference 

Douglas Kallesen 

This workshop on Gracious Generosity will: 

 Examine Biblical views of generosity 

 Look at current thoughts on generosity 

 Give examples from the speakers life 

 Help participants develop an action plan for 
themselves and their congregations. 

 
Three Simple Rules: 

Wesleyan Spirituality that 

Makes a Difference 

Phil Sloat 

Do not harm. Do all the good you can. Stay in love 
with God.  John Wesleyôs rules for the ñPeople 
Called Methodistò remain powerful guides for how 
we live today. 

 

Ministr y with Children that  

Makes a Difference 

Carol Buckly 

ñA Church for All Godôs Childrenò was developed 
from the Bishopôs Initiative for Children in Poverty.  
It is a wonderful way to make a difference for 
children.  This workshop will help you get started, 
give some inside hints, and tell the story of two 
churches who are living out this process. 
 

Radical Hospitality to the Stranger that 

Makes a Difference 

Alison Brown 

How might we as faithful disciples respond to 
issues of immigration and documentation?  These 
are often hot button, political issues.  Immigration 
attorney Alison Brown will help those who attend 
this workshop reflect on their response. 
 

Lay Leadership that 

Makes a Difference 

Janet Davis, Mary Ellen Kilmer, and 

Jeff Hart 

Being a leader who makes a difference begins with 
YOU!  This session is a chance to learn more 
about identifying ministry gifts, growing as a 
disciples, and being used by God. 
 

Youth Ministry that  

Makes a Difference 

Mary Miller 

Youth ministry is exciting and challenging!  This 
workshop will present a program which helps 
young people use their faith as a source of 

resilience as they face the challenges of growing 
up.



  


