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AUGUST 2009
“Wellspring”
Prairie Rivers District
United Methodist Church
Dr. Harold D. Backus, Prairie Rivers District Superintendent
Phone:  308-384-0603          Fax:  308-384-1391
Email:prairierivers@umcneb.org

Website: www.prairieriversdistrict.com

Reflections                                       Choices to Make
I have discovered a book that I recommend to all of the pastors and church lay leaders.  It will make a great study and there is a study guide on-line for it.  The book is I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church by Paul Nixon.  The premise is:  “that God intends every servant of the Resurrected Christ to b a servant of life.  God has called all leaders, lay and clergy together, to lead healthy, growing spiritual movements.”   Nixon believes that “any church can blossom and grow anywhere if it will become healthy enough spiritually and pay attention to the needs, experiences, and sensibilities of those it seeks to serve.”

He challenges those who want to see their church grow to commit to six critical choices:

Choosing life over death
Choosing community over  isolation
Choosing fun over drudgery
Choosing bold over mild
Choosing frontier over fortress
Choosing now rather than later
There is a chapter given to each of the above choices with helpful information and challenges.  Lifting out just one of the chapters, I want to share a quote from the book regarding “choosing fun over drudgery.”   Pertaining to worship, he makes the point:  “It isn’t about contemporary versus traditional.  It’s about joy and positive energy!  And it is about what will work best to reach the community, not about what will enhance my own fine sense of good taste.  It should be fun to go to worship, regardless of the particular liturgical style.

As I think about the titles of the six choices that congregations need to commit to, I see a parallel for my own commitment challenge to choose each of these for my own spiritual health.   As I meditate on each one of the choices I have to confess how often I function from default rather than design.  By not making a conscious decision, I am actually choosing the life-draining options instead of the life-giving. As a result I become a hindrance to the church rather than a faithful and fruitful instrument.   

I really want to get with you in small groups to discuss this book.   I will even furnish the book.   To me this is a crucial study and the time is urgent.   We can do this.  It is your choice.  Not only will you and I be blessed, but I believe it will be a blessing to your ministry and the District.

Discussion Group 1 will meet Tuesday, Sept. 22, and Oct. 13, 9-11 a.m., in Grand Island area.
Discussion Group 2 will meet Tuesday, Sept. 22, and Oct. 13, 2-4 p.m., in York area.

Blessings,


	



Churches Praying for Churches
Please include in your bulletin each week.  Also include Bishop Ann Sherer and Harold Backus.

	2-Aug
	Monroe
	30-Aug
	Palmer

	9-Aug
	North Bend
	6-Sept
	Pauline

	16-Aug
	Ong
	13-Aug
	Phillips

	23-Aug
	Osceola
	20-Aug
	Pierce Chapel


Calendar
	August 3
	Harold back in office 
	Return from Chicago

	August 6
	L-3 Conference Call
SPRC Training 
	10:00 - 11:30
Silver Creek

	August 7-8
	Harold in Lincoln 
	Common Table

	AUGUST 9
	          DISTRICT PICNIC
               “BUG FREE”….

                    Guaranteed

	GRAND ISLAND FIRST UMC
4:00P.M.

	August 11
	Clergy Cluster –
	North Central-Palmer
	Northeast- Columbus
	
10:00-noon
2:00-4:00

	August 12
	Conference Call 
Clergy Cluster – 
	Northwest-GI Trinity
	10:00 – 11:30
2:00-4:00

	August 13
	L-3 Session 9
	GI First

	August 15
	Spiritual Gifts Workshop
	9:00-4:00
Schuyler UMC

	August 18
	Hispanic Committee Meeting
	7:00 at GI Faith

	August 19
	Superintendency Committee
District Common Table
	6:00 p.m. at Central City UMC
7:00 p.m. at Central City UMC

	August 20
	Bill Shelby Conf
	1:00 TBA

	August 23
	Camp Comeca Board
	3:00 p.m.

	August 24-September 8
	Harold is on a 2 week Vacation
	Delaware???

	[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Linda\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\9NO7RS3X\MPj04389090000[1].jpg]September 7
	Labor Day
	District Office Closed

	September 9
	FALL UPDATE In AURORA
Lunch will be provided
	10:00-2:00
Mandatory meeting.  All are required to attend.

	September 10
	L-3
	9:30-3:00 GI First



NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
If you have something, you would like us to post in our Newsletter please email or send it to:

Prairie Rivers
207 N Pine #102
Grand Island, NE  68801
Email:  prairierivers@umcneb.org



 (
PRAIRIE RIVERS DISTRICT PICNIC
ALL PASTORS AND RETIRED PASTORS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES
AUGUST 9
TH
 AT AIR CONDITIONED
GRAND ISLAND FIRST CHURCH 
4190 W. CAPITAL AVE
4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
MEAT AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDE
D
.  P
LEASE BRING A SIDE DISH, SALAD 
OR DESSERT.
PLEASE RSVP AND STATE HOW MANY ARE CHILDREN
)RETHINK CHURCH

Rethink children's ministry in your church
[image: http://www.umcneb.org/communication/umconnect_image/kids_with_blocks.JPG]A thriving children's ministry is essential when working to build a strong congregation and increase membership. Here in the Nebraska United Methodist Conference, Pastor Jeri Soens of Hemingford UMC has dramatically increased membership at her church by focusing on children.

Come to one of three Rethink Children's Ministry Workshops where she and Children and Young People's Curriculum Advisor Cheri Kneifel will share the successful children's programs that they have developed. Discover how something as simple as a hand puppet can be a catalyst for church growth.

The workshops are sponsored by the Leadership Development Team of the Nebraska United Methodist Conference. For more information and to register, please see the brochure below. Register early to secure your spot! 

See how:  http://www.umcneb.org/communication/umconnect/rethinkchildrensministry_brochure.pdf


Conference office relocation
The Nebraska Conference Board of Trustees wish to share that as of Sept. 1, 2009, the conference office will relocate from 2641 N. 49th St. in Lincoln to 3333 Landmark Circle in Lincoln. Please note that no post office box will be maintained after Sept. 1, so for mailing purposes, please use only the street address after this date. The zip code which is 68504 will not change. Additionally, the telephone numbers will remain the same.

Please know that the office will be closed from Aug. 31 through Sept. 7 during this time of transition. Staff members will be assisting with the move process and will not be able to address questions from churches or individuals at this time. Please pray for the relocation process and that all technology will be in working order on Tuesday, Sept. 8. 

The Board of Trustees wishes to thank those individuals and congregations that have donated toward this project. If you haven't had a chance to be a part of this exciting project and wish to make a financial contribution, please contact the Nebraska United Methodist Foundation Office, Anita or Jim at 402-323-8841/877-495-5545.

	[image: DSC_0027]
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		Camp Fontatnelle's Corn Maze is open every Saturday and Sunday; September 20th to November 1st



	


2009 Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze Opens September 20th
This will be the third year of operation for Camp Fontanelle's Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze. Plan to bring the family out for some good Christian fun. Walk through all the twists and turns in our 10 acre corn maze. Challenge yourself and walk through without a map. 

Open Saturdays and Sundays between September 20th and November 1st, 2009 from 1:00pm to 7:00pm 

Special Halloween hours with a haunted maze and movies. 

Available during the week by group reservation. 

Adults (12 & up): $6.00 Children (3-11): $4.00 2 and under are Free 

Visit our web page for directions to the camp and find a coupon under the corn maze link. 
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Comeca announces new camp sessions
Comeca has also added a series of additional camping sessions this summer! New camps include: - "No Boys Allowed!" for girls grades 3-5 and 6-8 - "Man Camp" for boys grades 3-5 and 6-8 - "Adventure Camp," an extreme sports for grades 9-12 - "Capture The Flag Adventure," an overnight event for grades 6-8 and 9-12 - "GPS Day," an interactive navigation day session for grades 3-5 and 6-8 - "Climbing Day," a day to explore our new climbing wall for grades 6-8 and 9-12 All of the new camps have a limit on registration, so enroll now before they fill up! Also, as of this year -- if you bring a friend to camp who has never-ever been to Comeca before, you receive $50 off your fee! Bring two friends and get $100 off! 



Lincoln Saint Paul to host workshop on teaching adults—leadership development opportunity
On Friday, Aug. 14, 6:30-9:30 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., the Nebraska Lay Speaking Ministries will offer a workshop intended for teacher and leader development. Persons seeking advanced certification for lay speaking and teachers and other education volunteers in the local church are encouraged to attend. 

If you have a calling to educational ministry—the formation and transformation of people from the time of baptism to the maturity of faithful, committed disciples (whom we United Methodist believe desire to "go on to perfection,") this workshop will be helpful to you.

You are the hands, eyes, minds and voices in the classroom or small group as you lead persons by faith, example, and your own learning to a fuller, deeper life in Christ.

A Call To The Ministry of Teaching

Most likely you will participate in the course because:
·  You are already teaching and want to gain greater competency and comfort in the class room.
·  You are considering teaching, but want to feel better about your abilities before accepting a class or group.
·  You are in a class or group and want to share leadership.
·  There is serious need for a teacher in a class that you consider important, so you have just taken deep breath and volunteered.
·  One of the members of the congregation has asked you to consider taking a class in which the current students asked for you by name.
·  You feel that God is tugging at you to be a leader in the ministry of Christian education and formation.
Saint Paul UMC is located at 1144 M Street, in Lincoln. Bob Aderholt, CLS, and Victoria Hatterman will be the course instructors.

The class is designed to help church leaders with a basic understanding of the ways in which adults learn and grow. You need not be in the Lay Speaking Ministries program to participate in this class. All Lay Speakers who do complete the course will receive advanced course credit.

ARRANGEMENTS: None included, please make your own. A light lunch will be provided on Saturday.

REQUIREMENTS: Register by Aug. 7, and read the materials that will be sent to you. Register with the Blue River District Office at 402-323-8849 or blueriver@umcneb.org. 

COST: $30.00 per person. This includes materials and meal. 
 
 
Bob Aderholt, Director
Lay Speaking Ministries,
        NE UM Conference, 
        bobmary@windstream.net
        402.752.3317 (H), 402.460.7976 (C)
 


SABRINIA MILLER VISITS SILVER CREEK

Sabrina Miller presented a fantastic short program to the Silver Creek Community VBS on Thursday morning July 30th.  She spoke in the 5th and 6th grade combined classroom and also in the 3rd and 4th classroom. Sabrina delighted our children and youth when she filmed part of the program's rehearsal for the Conference Micah blog.
 
Pastor Tamara and Sabrina shared lunch at the Vine Street Cafe.  Sabrina is very much interested in small town main street businesses and rural economic affairs..
Tamara Holtz is chairperson of Rural Response -part of the Peace with Justice ministry program. Sabrina will working for the Center for Rural Affairs as an intern this fall. The Rural Response team is funding a portion of her internship.

Mission Shares below…
DISTRICT MINISTRY SHARES

	Church Name
	 2007 Members 
	$1.50 per member
	District Amount
Monthly Amount
	
	 2.00 per member 
	Monthly @ $2.00 per Member
	 Total Payment 

	ALDA
	42
	$63
	$5
	
	$84
	$7 
	 

	ARCHER ZION
	125
	$188
	$16
	
	$250
	$21 
	 

	AURORA
	845
	$1,268
	$106
	
	$1,690
	$141 
	$423

	BEAVER CROSSING
	91
	$137
	$11
	
	$182
	$15 
	 

	BELGRADE
	54
	$81
	$7
	
	$108
	$9 
	Paid in Full

	BELLWOOD
	83
	$125
	$10
	
	$166
	$14 
	Paid in Full

	BENEDICT
	74
	$111
	$9
	
	$148
	$12 
	 

	BLADEN
	125
	$188
	$16
	
	$250
	$21 
	 

	BLUE HILL
	124
	$186
	$16
	
	$248
	$21 
	Paid In full

	BOELUS
	34
	$51
	$4
	
	$68
	$6 
	 

	BRADSHAW
	116
	$174
	$15
	
	$232
	$19 
	Paid In full

	BRAINARD
	37
	$56
	$5
	
	$74
	$6 
	 

	BRUNING
	63
	$95
	$8
	
	$126
	$11 
	Paid In full

	CAIRO
	248
	$372
	$31
	
	$496
	$41 
	Paid In full

	CEDAR RAPIDS
	93
	$140
	$12
	
	$186
	$16 
	Paid In full

	CENTRAL CITY
	439
	$659
	$55
	
	$878
	$73 
	Paid In full

	CENTRAL CITY FAIRVIEW
	140
	$210
	$18
	
	$280
	$23 
	Paid in Full

	CHAPMAN
	32
	$48
	$4
	
	$64
	$5 
	Paid In full

	CHESTER
	123
	$185
	$15
	
	$246
	$21 
	Paid In full

	CLARKS
	76
	$114
	$10
	
	$152
	$13 
	 

	COLUMBUS
	979
	$1,469
	$122
	
	$1,958
	$163 
	$734

	COTESFIELD
	32
	$48
	$4
	
	$64
	$5 
	Paid In full

	COWLES
	27
	$41
	$3
	
	$54
	$5 
	Paid In full

	DAVENPORT
	44
	$66
	$6
	
	$88
	$7 
	Paid In full

	DAVID CITY ST LUKES
	295
	$443
	$37
	
	$590
	$49 
	Paid in Full

	DONIPHAN
	287
	$431
	$36
	
	$574
	$48 
	 

	EBENEZER
	28
	$42
	$4
	
	$56
	$5 
	Paid In full

	ELBA
	56
	$84
	$7
	
	$112
	$9 
	 

	EXETER
	80
	$120
	$10
	
	$160
	$13 
	Paid In full

	FAIRMONT COMMUNITY
	192
	$288
	$24
	
	$384
	$32 
	 

	FAITH GRAND ISLAND
	313
	$470
	$39
	
	$626
	$52 
	$308.00

	FIRST GRAND ISLAND
	304
	$456
	$38
	
	$608
	$51 
	Paid in Full

	FULLERTON
	186
	$279
	$23
	
	$372
	$31 
	$50 

	GENEVA
	536
	$804
	$67
	
	$1,072
	$89 
	Paid In full

	GENOA
	90
	$135
	$11
	
	$180
	$15 
	Paid In full

	GILTNER
	153
	$230
	$19
	
	$306
	$26 
	 

	GUIDE ROCK
	96
	$144
	$12
	
	$192
	$16 
	 

	HARVARD
	169
	$254
	$21
	
	$338
	$28 
	Paid in Full

	HASTINGS FIRST
	879
	$1,319
	$110
	
	$1,758
	$147 
	$1240

	HASTINGS GRACE
	694
	$1,041
	$87
	
	$1,388
	$116 
	 

	HEBRON
	155
	$233
	$19
	
	$310
	$26 
	 

	Church Name
	 2007 Members 
	$1.50 per member
	District Amount
Monthly Amount
	
	 2.00 per member 
	Monthly @ $2.00 per Member
	 Total Payment 

	HOLSTEIN
	72
	$108
	$9
	
	$144
	$12 
	 

	INLAND
	13
	$20
	$2
	
	$26
	$2 
	Paid In full

	JUNIATA
	90
	$135
	$11
	
	$180
	$15 
	 

	KENESAW
	95
	$143
	$12
	
	$190
	$16 
	$46.00

	MCCOOL JUNCTION
	137
	$206
	$17
	
	$274
	$23 
	Paid In full

	MILLIGAN
	93
	$140
	$12
	
	$186
	$16 
	Paid In full

	MONROE
	91
	$137
	$11
	
	$182
	$15 
	$107

	NORTH BEND
	61
	$92
	$8
	
	$122
	$10 
	 

	OHIOWA
	20
	$30
	$3
	
	$40
	$3 
	 

	ONG
	30
	$45
	$4
	
	$60
	$5 
	Paid In full

	OSCEOLA
	224
	$336
	$28
	
	$448
	$37 
	 

	PALMER
	149
	$224
	$19
	
	$298
	$25 
	Paid In full

	PAULINE
	18
	$27
	$2
	
	$36
	$3 
	Paid In full

	PHILLIPS
	95
	$143
	$12
	
	$190
	$16 
	 

	PIERCE CHAPEL
	28
	$42
	$4
	
	$56
	$5 
	 

	POLK
	102
	$153
	$13
	
	$204
	$17 
	Paid In full

	RED CLOUD
	254
	$381
	$32
	
	$508
	$42 
	 

	RISING CITY
	99
	$149
	$12
	
	$198
	$17 
	 

	ROSEDALE
	92
	$138
	$12
	
	$184
	$15 
	Paid In full

	SCHUYLER
	142
	$213
	$18
	
	$284
	$24 
	 

	SHELBY
	189
	$284
	$24
	
	$378
	$32 
	 

	SHICKLEY
	126
	$189
	$16
	
	$252
	$21 
	Paid In full

	SILVER CREEK
	126
	$189
	$16
	
	$252
	$21 
	 

	ST EDWARDS
	82
	$123
	$10
	
	$164
	$14 
	Paid In full

	ST PAUL
	243
	$365
	$30
	
	$486
	$41 
	Paid In full

	STROMSBURG
	212
	$318
	$27
	
	$424
	$35 
	 

	SUPERIOR
	264
	$396
	$33
	
	$528
	$44 
	$264.00

	SUTTON FED
	156
	$234
	$20
	
	$312
	$26 
	 

	SUTTON SALEM
	19
	$29
	$2
	
	$38
	$3 
	Paid In full

	TRINITY GRAND ISLAND
	1674
	$2,511
	$209
	
	$3,348
	$279 
	 

	TRUMBULL
	53
	$80
	$7
	
	$106
	$9 
	Paid in Full

	UTICA
	141
	$212
	$18
	
	$282
	$24 
	Paid in Full

	WACO FIRST
	23
	$35
	$3
	
	$46
	$4 
	Paid In full

	WOLBACH
	40
	$60
	$5
	
	$80
	$7 
	Paid In full

	WOOD RIVER
	338
	$507
	$42
	
	$676
	$56 
	 

	YORK FIRST
	806
	$1,209
	$101
	
	$1,612
	$134 
	Paid In full
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